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.A LAND WHERE MANY MILLIONS
WORK FOR TEN GENTS A DAY

By FRANK G.CABFENTEIt.

Afiiiion Farmers nl
0livi.it They Get Carpenters and

idLdUnitli for 2 Cents an Hour
J I f Has Eight Hundred Thousand

makers Znd a Million rbers
' Peasants lave Tlieirir m the

and Tliclr Starvation Diet
Vno Money Sharks Who Cluue

Per Centr Poorly Paidtv
,

" nUt Clirks-T- ho Factory
iJand- - at Bombay and Klsewherc.

nature of the people, which leads them
to borrow whenever they can and in
the money sharks, who lend at usuri-
ous rates upon their crops and lands.In many such the interest is taken in
kind, the shark having his ao:u on
the ground and grabbing a share of

; the grnin as it comes from the thresh-
ing. The usual rate of interest is 2 4

: per cant per annum, and many for-- .
eigners are paying 3 per cent a month
and upward. In the interior of India
the banks charge as much as-- 10 percent per annum, although the govern-ment itself has been lending the farm-
ers something like $10,000,000 at 5
or per cent.

There is no country where banking
is so much of a business. There are

; c astes here who thoroughly under--
' stand the breeding value of interest,
and there are altogether in India 400.-00- 0

bankers and money lenders, of
whom more than 60,000 are women.
Much money is loaned upon real es-
tate mortgages, and from this the
bankers arc getting hold of the land.
In some provinces as much as 6S per
cent of the country belongs to them.

; and in others 40 and CO per cent.
Live in Mud Huts.

The average home of the Hindu
peasant is not as good as the average
American stable. It is often a mud
hut but from ten to fifteen feet square,
without doors or windows. The floor
is plastered with cow dung, and the
furniture is a rope bed and a few pots
and pans. The house is usually thateh- -
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alive, and they eat little more. They
save everything and cook just enough.
Their diet is chiefly beans, millet and
coarse grains, with chili peppers and
other condiments. They seldoat have
meat, and the castes of many of thorn
are such that they would die rather
than eat beef or pork. They consider
the cow holy, and would as roon think
of chewing their grand -- parents as a
tenderloin steak. Thev use a ranci i
melted butter called ghee.

The Indian farmer rises at daybreakand takes with him a snark of cold
food to th Meld. At noon hi wif-- ?

brings him a hot dinner. He eats first
and she takes what is left. At home
the people eat off the floor. If theyare rich they have several large dhh-es- ;

if poor, one or two In addition,
there arc small dishes for curry and
condiments. All eat with their lingers
and the men always firs.

It is a well-to-d- o family that has two
meals a day 1 am told that not
one-thir- d of the natives can afford to
eat rice, and that the ma.ioriy live on
flour made of coarse grains, which
they cok up into unleavened cakes
called ehappattis.

1 have never eaten with the Hindus.
They would not tolerate my touching
their food, for thi would make them
lose caste, and lead to damnation.

India's l'anuues.
'l'he whole nation seems to live from

hand to mouth, and the result is that
a short crop always., causes a famine.
This has been so for centuries. One
hundred and forty years ago. a famine

in the walls. Whole families live inone room, and even out in the coun-
try the huts are so small that thebeds are set outside in the daytime.The Farmers.

I have traveled extensively amongthe farmers of many countries, but I
know of no place where thev workso hard for so little. This is an agri-cultural nation. Two-third- s of the
people rely upon farming as their
principal business, and this means
about 200,000,000. There are more
than 100,000,000 here who work in
the soil, and there are 90,00,000 men,
women and children who actuallyfarm. If every man, .woman and
child in the United States should go
out in the fields every day to dig up
the land or harvest the crops, you
would have the farming situation in
India. In addition, there are some
millions engaged in stock grazing and
two or three millions who take care
of domestic animals of various kinds.

The wrages of these farmers arc
low beyond American conception. The
employes are often paid in kind, get-
ting, in some cases, their food and
a small percentage of the crop.
Where money is paid, the wages do
not average $2.2 3 per month, and

ALLAHABAD, 1910.
unrest of India is largely a
of wages. Suppose you had

k for 1 or 2 cents an hour?
11 bnvo nnlv OTlf
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ppOSt pvprv day. and night af- -
lare

ht your family should Sp to bedniglet These are the conditions or
s of Hindus. Suppose they
.r home? Would we not haveillior

Vted
, ?t with a vengeance? I refer
lotion to Brother Gompers tor

Low Wages in India.
;iVi. before me a list of the

ill.- - natives are xaid. 1 take
from the statistical abstract

to the British1 v th' viceroy
th-

mtL " ; i4 --Will

m tiengai caused the ueatn ot ten
millions, and seventy-od- d years since,
eijiht millions starved in one pro-
vince. Famines are so common that
the British (iovernmont keeps a fund
in reserve which it addf; to every year,
and it has a regular system of taking
care of the people by employing them
on public works at such times. Dur-
ing the famine of 18 9f. more than oiw
million rations were issued each day.
and notwithstanding that, almost a
million people died of disease or starv-
ation. The people live so clo:-el- y that
thev have no re-ser- ve force, and when
their food is cut down they drop off
like sheep. In some parts of India the
population is so dense thai it Joes
not increase from year to year, the
natural growth, which goes on over
the rest of the world, being absent.

A striking evidence of the poverty of
India is the absolute lack of comforts
which is everywhere seen. The peas-ant- e

live more like animals titan men.
They will sleep anywhere. I see them
lying on the floors of the railway sta-
tions with nothing but a thin piece of
cotton between their bones and the
stone. In the towns there are publiccd with straw, and its interior is ashr.u? s of parliament, and therefore

At Calcutta carpenters,
and masons are' now re- -

vir. less than $6 a month; and
; u ould be a high average for

!: tr.i'-- s throughout Hindustan. In

lodging places, where tbe accommoda- -
tions cost from 1 to S cents a night.

! The ordinary farmer saves his cent,
land camps outside. The most common
! bed i- -: a rude framework of wood over
i which a nei'ting of ropes of the size of
a clothes line is stretched. This is the

5

viin-- ot oude tney are paiu
tii $:;, and at Agra only $1T !l

bed of the more lavorcd members oi
the family. They lie upon the bed
spoon-fashio- n; for if they shouldfarmitna able-bocn- ed nanus ,

i stretch out their legs, their feet wouldh-s- s than $2 per month. For
iinv work twelve hours a day!

in some cases have to take grain ;

their wages. The average in- -
for- - all Hindustan is only about

nts a day. Not long ago there
:i famine in southern India, dur- -
which the government relieved j

by giving them labor on j

have to hang over. Sometimes the
children and always the widows leep
on the floor.

Conditions Improving.
Notwithstanding all this, one of the

cabinet ministers of the viceroy tell
rne that the farmers ore much better
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hare as a barn. It seldom has more
than one room, and in this the whole
family nceonimodales itself as it can.
The stove is a fireplace made of three
or four ricks set on end. and the cook-
ing is dono in pots and pans. There
are no chimneys, and the smoke finds
its way out of the door and from under
the eaves.

The most of the farmers live in vil-

lages" of such huts. In riding across
India, you see these everywhere dot-

ting the landscape. They are built
along mud roads and have none of the
surroundings or conveniences of Amer-
ican towns. There are no big school
houses or churches, no street lamps
no gutters and no sidewalks. There-it- ,

an absence of painting and white-
wash, the only - decoration being
lumps of brown cow dung of the size
and shape of a fat. buckwheat cake.
These are the fuel of the people, plast-
ered upon the walls of the hut to dry.
This stuff is picked up by the women
and girls, who follow the cattle. They
carry the droppings to their house and
mix them with dirt, patting them into
shape with their bare hands. Such
fuel is ta-e-d all over India, and the
women invariably collect it.

A Starvation Diet.
. The Hindu pea?an;r; have made
feed ins- - a science. Thev know just

nowhere, except in Assnm, do they'
rise to $3. In the valley of the
Ganges, where the soil i3 as fat as
that" of the Nile, the average wage is
$1.50 monthly, and in the province of
Oude it is $1.23. In addition to
this, ome of the laborer's are bond
servants, who get only thir living,
and a cent now and then for a
feast.

The farmers who have their own
lands are mortgaged up to their eyes,
and the money lender and the tax
collector give them no peace. The gov- -

ernment levies on real estate have
been advancing. The agitators claim
they are exorbitantly high in compari-
son, and a current book on India
states mat one-eigh- th of the entire
farming population of Madras has
been sold out of house and home
within less than a decade. Not only
their farms, but their furniture and
personal belongings, have been taken
for taxes. On the other hand, it is
claimed that the taxation today is less
than it has ever been, and that it is
lighter per head than the taxes of
any other country of the world. We
pav thirteen times a much taxes per
head as the Hindus. The Russians
pay eight times as much and the Eng-
lish twenty times as much.

. Oppressed 11 v Money lirirk.
Indeed, we shall have to look outside

the government for the causes of Tn-di- a's

poverty. We can find one in the

Tt rn id 4 cents (Continued on page eight.)
were in the pasLthevoff now thanth- - dickers nd o cents to the wo

n who carried the earth from one j

i. to another in baskets. They .

rled from daylight till dark. The!
;!drm were paid 2 cents a day. j

i won used to break up the clods
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ivi snjooth over the ground. j

Rich and loor at CxiUutta. i

Th. truth is the Indian empire is J

n-L-
-.

, an cmnirp of naunevs. and !1

nanoers: Riirrounded bv nlenty.1hat
nra.Ius-lik- e, they are up to the neck j

T
h th" waters of novertv. Wltil ricn
ruits of all kinds hanging over their j

iid. When thev grasp for the
thev vanish. and they strive ; themhow much will suffbe to keep

Said he:
"The wages have almost doubled in

the past generation. When I came to
India thirty years ago the syce who
took care of my horses got about six
rupees ($2) a month, and now I have
to pay that much for a common serv-
ant, and twelve rupees ($4) or more
for one of the better classes. A good
farm hand can now get as much as
sixpense a day in most localities,
while in the Punjab, at harvest, he will
get a shiling and three pence. In fact,
we are short of labor, and have hardly
enough to harvest the crops. The
farmer raises a large part of his own
food and he is now profiting by the
high prices of grain. On the other
hand the professional men, clerks and
employes of the government, have had
their incomes materially reduced by
the rise in prices of goods of all kinds.
This is one of the causes of the un-

rest.
Poorly Paid Clerks.

This remark of the ofiicial reminds
me of an incident which occurred at
the postoffice here this morning. I

was waiting to register a letter, when
I heard a quarreling among the clerks.
Thp nnise was so great that I went to

ami strive and strive in vain. 1 was j

stru.-- bv this nt Calcutta. That can-- ;
it il is known as the City of Palaces. '

it it is also a citv of hovels. It
its thousands of snlendid car- - !

riag and automobiles, with coach- - :

nv-- and chauffeurs in the most gor- - j

liveries. It has rich Engiisn- -
and native raiahs and nabobs j

wf
th
th

o are loaded with jewels; but with!
ni is want so keen that it cuts to

h. art. There are thousands upon
t street who era almost naked. The
rir of the common neODle is such
that the letrs of the women are often

to tllf Irnooc mil rf tha men tO
th.
in

thighs. The bones are clad only
sinews and skin. There is not

enough meat on the legs to tempt a
nun; ry dog. Thev are as straightas a nine stm fi cwpllins' of the
culver, heing o.bsent. The arms show
nothing but bones. The poOr Ben- - i

idi eorresnnndc! to VT rl in desorip-- !u ij v A & rt " a.

oi rne wnmnn who was u. t j
l hoine and a hank of hair." save that

1

I the window and looked in. I saw
there a big fine looking babu or na-- i
tive official dressed in a long white

; coat and gold turban, cursing a lean
H:ndu in a cheap garb of white cot-- i
ton. The babu shook both his fists
in the little man's face, and denounced

j his ancestors to the seventh genera- -

tion. The little fellow protested ami
apologized; but the babu only cursed

i him the louder. He ended by shoving
j him back to his place at the sorting
f tabl:. As I asked what the matter
j was, the weighing clerk whispered:
j "The ma;l is late and that clerk is
j partly the cause. It is not his fault.
I though. He is poor and has not had
i enough to eat. Hungry men cannot
j work rapidly. That clerk grts only
j nine rupees ($.". a month, and one
i cannot buy much rice for that. It

f"Te is now ftrwl th;:n a sitrinev mUS- -

thrown in.
1 hese noonlp wnr!.-- ntmnst naked.

:uid

. r , F "I

their whole forms may be seen. I
spent snmp timp wntehintr themhi th.ing in the Ganges. The water

aes the clothes to the skin, and yous' e thousands of skeletons bathingLirid praying.
And then the homes of the people!'utside the mansions of the rich,

face the Mcilan and the fine
"uiimngs of the government, and the
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used to be better; but things are so
high now that the poor have not
enough."'

This increase of prices, which is a
(Continued on Ia:.Te Thirteen

a few raiahs. the native j

biaru-r- s of Cnleiittr aro l.Trtrelv com- -
' '"'I of hump rn n; r than nack- -

b eues The stores are mere holes 1

c t


